Tea Break Film Festival welcomes The Guardian
This year is the 5th anniversary of the Tea Break Film Festival and their usual collection of international and local films are joined by screenings from Guardian Documentaries collection.
Tea Break features film entries from across the world, alongside local productions.  

“We look for films that are like a good cuppa – refreshing and relaxing at the same time” said film director Mal Williamson. “It is hard to make a compelling short film. A feature film is able to develop stories and meaning over 90 min whereas a short film needs to grab people quickly then explore and enjoy the issues.”
Tea Break films are officially a maximum of 20mins – because that is the official length of the tea-break, according to the UK's Department of Trade & Industry.

All types and genres of film are welcome – from animations to drama and even corporate promotions.

“With mobile and laptops it is easier for people to see a film when they want. Can films fill a gap in our everyday lives – inspiring, reassuring or exciting us?  We like to think the Tea Break Film Festival offers films as casually as a pop-up cafe – or as deep as a Japanese Tea Ceremony.” says Mal.

The Guardian's documentary strand is world-renowned and features documentaries that cover some of the world's important and most relevant stories and issues. 
“We are honoured to show some of these films, and happy to promote The Guardian's strand” said Ann-marie Conlon, the festival curator, “because film-makers have a valuable contribution to make to the news and journalism. A documentary opens up the themes and story in a personal and thoughtful way, artistically reflecting today's world”.
“Guardian documentaries is our strand for the great global contemporary short stories that sit at the intersection between journalism and storytelling said Guardian documentaries' head of documentaries Charlie Phillips.
The Internet Warriors
Who are the people that get so angry online? Meet the internet warriors, in their own homes.
Why do so many people use the internet to harass and threaten people, and stretch the freedom of speech to its limits? Director Kyrre Lien meets a group of strongly opinionated individuals all across the world... do they behave in the same way when they come offline?  

Fish Story
A search for the truth behind a fishy tale. Sometime in the 1980s, Caspar Salmon's grandmother was invited to a gathering on the Welsh island of Anglesey, attended exclusively by people with fish surnames. Or so he says. Thirty years later, film-maker Charlie Lyne attempts to sort myth from reality.

Too Black For Brazil
Nayara Justino thought her dreams had come true when she was selected as the Globeleza carnival queen in 2013 after a public vote on one of Brazil’s biggest TV shows. But some regarded her complexion to be too dark to be an acceptable queen. Nayara and her family wonder what this says about racial roles in modern Brazil. 

This year also sees the Tea Break Film Festival in its own cinema! The former Methodist church on Walker St is now home to the Tea Break Picture House. Thanks to a support grant and equipment from the British Film Institute the building is BFI Neighbourhood Cinema.  Further funding from the Arts Council will result in extensive works and renovations later this year, managed by the Goodwin Trust. 

“When the offer came to host a cinema we jumped at it. The BFI funded a high-quality projector and other kit which needed a good home. So far people are loving this and we expect to do more and more with Tea Break. It's great news for the estate and the whole city.” said Sharon Darley, Quality of Life Manager for the Goodwin Trust.

Previously Tea Break has taken place as a pop-up cinema in cafes across Hull – Thieving Harry's, Heaven and the Mick Ronson Memorial Cafe. But this year they will be running a pop-up cafe themselves – young people from the local estate are lining up to serve tea and cakes during the screenings.

“It's lovely to have families come in and watch films whilst taking a break from shopping. Alongside this we welcome the local film-makers and others. This year we expect further interest with this collection of challenging and stimulating Guardian documentaries.” said festival director Mal Williamson.

“ We're delighted to be showing these films to the people of Hull at the Tea Break Film Festival” said Guardian documentaries' head of documentaries Charlie Phillips.
Tea Break Film Festival is a refreshing approach to film – with shorts that may make you laugh or think, smile or cry. Across all genres they give film-makers a chance to find new audiences and the audiences to find new films. It is all done with a lightness of touch and some fun – each year the winner is voted on by those having a cuppa – and the prize is La Grande Théière, a huge engraved teapot. In 2015 this was presented to the winner Mark Richardson by Hull's BAFTA-nominated Sean McAllister, who also directed the 2017 Uk City of Culture opening show Made in Hull. 
Charlie Phillips is available for interviews – contact  Mal or Ann-marie in the first instance

Mal Williamson is available for interviews – contact 07909683534

Ann-marie Conlon is available for interviews – contact …............
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