The Great Blueness - R&D Week 28th to 30th June 2016 
Summary Notes

[bookmark: _GoBack]From Tuesday 28th June to Thursday 30th June, a team from CBeebies and Northern Ballet met in Hull in which time they developed the creative aims of the project, while working with over 160 children from ages 3 to 13 and dance students. 
The workshop sessions focussed on movement, story understanding, retention of ideas at different ages as well as performance possibilities.

Hull College - Practical and discussion session with dance students
Informed team about performance levels and students’ experiences of practical work and engagement in arts projects in Hull
Outreach work can be embedded in Hull College 3rd year course work – giving students opportunities for experience alongside Northern Ballet while taking The Great Blueness all around Hull in community work
Opportunities to work with other courses at Hull College need investigating
The dancers seen were not at suitable performance level leading to thoughts on alternatives – expressions of interest and open casting for Hull and around; collaborating with NAPA; professional development for local dance artist to work alongside Dan and then in Hull to rehearse non-professional cast


Children - All sessions contributed to what material could make a fantastic CPD resource pack – especially for the pre-school age group - as well as finding out about engagement in the story while evaluating age groups for filming and performance.
Preschool: Various resources were used which really excited the children. They especially loved the final paint session creating a fantastic multi-coloured piece of art. This sparked ideas of community art for audience leaving performances.
Year 1: Instead of using physical materials, this session relied on live piano music, reflecting and inspiring movement. Both boys and girls took part in the session enthusiastically. The level of engagement showed that this age group would be perfect for community filming.
Year 4: Worked with one group in an active dance class and another group in a classroom environment. These older children were less willing to invest in the story and found it more difficult to suspend reality and go with their imaginations.
NAPA: 2 dance sessions working on character movement, and story telling short sections of the story as goblins, fairies and sprites. Real engagement and exciting levels of performance from this age group of dancers - 5 to 13 year olds.


Venue: 
The Airco Arena sparked everyone’s imaginations as the perfect venue to attract an audience to a place where they wouldn’t expect to see dance. It would work well as a family venue, had good parking facilities and room outside to have community group / flashmob involvement. The astroturf floor would be fun for young children to walk on as they entered the venue, as they enter the world of The Great Blueness.

All the sessions brought the team together finding a shared vision and exciting ideas to take forward from audience involvement and community art to outreach creating community performance and extending the audience’s experience.
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