Alien Sex Capsule 

Key Points 

· British Artist – John Walter
· Exploring the relationship between visual culture and HIV today.
· Painting, sculptural and video pieces that bring together conversation and research on the complex subject of contemporary sexual health today.
· Following on from LGBT50
· Part of Square Peg 
· [bookmark: _GoBack]Thanks to: 
Spirt of 2012
John Walters - Artist
Kenn Taylor, Hannah Holden, Rachel Elm French, Emily Fratson from Artlink
Hull 2017 Volunteers

Info about exhibition 

British artist John Walter will transform Artlink’s gallery space into a multimedia, multi-sensory and immersive show, exploring the relationship between visual culture and HIV today.

Alien Sex Capsule is formalised around the ‘cruise maze’ – a structure common to sex clubs and gay sauna. Using the maze as a directive mechanism, Walter guides the viewer through a carnival-like space filled with painting, sculptural and video pieces that bring together conversation and research on the complex subject of contemporary sexual health today.

Through this interactive process, Walter’s intention is that the visitor is fully immersed into a multi-sensory yet welcoming environment in which hospitality, fortune-telling and comedy are all used to introduce difficult issues to a wide audience and make the subject palatable and interesting with a bit of fun and light humour thrown in.

Alien Sex Capsule is a capsule version of Walter’s 2015 exhibition Alien Sex Club, which was previously exhibited at Ambika P3 in London and at Homotopia festival in Liverpool.


Artist Bio

Dr John Walter (born 1978, Dartford) studied at the Ruskin School of Drawing and Fine Art in Oxford, The Slade School of Fine Art UCL, and recently completed a PhD in the Faculty of Architecture and the Built Environment at The University of Westminster. His installations are grounded in theoretical and empirical research, and they seduce visitors into engaging with complex and often uncomfortable subjects such as sexual health through his exuberant use of colour, humour and hospitality. Walter creates fictions that begin with his personal experience and quote the voices of others, weaving them together into new epic works. The term Maximalist, which best describes his work, refers to an additive practice that values the relationships between things rather than their qualities in isolation. Walter’s work is visually intricate, returning to specific lexicons of imagery such as tarot cards, which allow meanings to develop within multiple contexts. He is currently working on a new collaboration with professor Greg Towers at UCL, CAPSID, which will be exhibited at CGP in London and HOME in Manchester in 2018. He is also curating Shonky: The Aesthetics of Awkwardness for Hayward Touring opening at The MAC in Belfast in October 2017.

