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Thank you’s  
How to use this guide: 
Welcome. The ‘illegitimate 
curiosity’ to know more 
than just the works that 
Philip Larkin published has 
inspired many documents and 
documentaries, as well as this 
exhibition. Although renowned 
as a poet, Larkin described 
himself as a librarian. As the 
Librarian at the University 
of Hull, he was fundamental 
in developing the ‘study 
store-house’ that became this, 
the Brynmor Jones Library. 
Libraries provided outlets for 
his personality, his ambitions 
and his desires.  Throughout his 
life, Larkin lived among words 
in books, diaries, notebooks 
and letters. When it was finally 
cleared, his own house was 
found to. Libraries provided 
outlets for his personality, 
his ambitions and his desires.  
Throughout his life, Larkin 
lived among words in books, 
diaries, notebooks and letters. 
When it was finally cleared, 
his own house was found to. 
Libraries provided outlets for 
his personality, his ambitions 
and his desires.  
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